


Contact Information: 937.259-6609  
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Back Left to Right: Julie Denning (President) Scott 
Huddle, Christina Pickle.  

Front Left to Right: Ruth Newhouse (Vice President), 
Marilyn Steiner. 

Welcome to the start of the 2021-2022 school year! I hope everyone had an 
enjoyable and safe summer break. On behalf of the Board of Education, build-
ing principals, and our teachers and staff, we want to welcome you back for 
another great school year. For some of you, it has been over a year since I last 
saw you. I have missed seeing everyone’s smiling faces in the hallways of the 
schools and lively conversation in the classrooms and beyond. As we get ready 
to return to 100% in-person learning, I am looking forward to getting back to a 
normal routine, a fresh beginning, and a year full of new opportunities for stu-
dents. 
  
I want to assure you that we have spent several months planning for every-
one’s return and establishing safety and health guidelines to ensure the best 
possible experience for you while we are still in the midst of COVID-19. We will 
do whatever we need to support each other to identify what works and im-
prove what doesn’t. We recognize how challenging the transition back to 
school might be for many, and we want to make sure that our students and 
staff feel welcome and embraced. There will be time spent on education 
around health and safety guidelines, daily routines, and we will have many con-
versations around social-emotional wellbeing. We want to know how our stu-
dents and staff are doing and about anything else that will help us provide the 
best environment for them. We care deeply about all members of our school 
community and are committed to ensuring their wellbeing. I also encourage 
everyone to go online to our COVID-19 page or read our ARP ESSER Local Re-
covery and Extended Learning Plan for 2021-2023 inside this calendar. The plan 
will give you guidance and the most updated and reliable information on 
efforts to combat COVID-19 in our school buildings. 
  
Finally, I want to take a moment to welcome our new faculty and staff mem-
bers and thank our school staff that has worked diligently throughout the sum-
mer to make sure our schools were ready for the start of the school year. Our 
District continues to thrive because of the unwavering commitment from our 
employees. We are eager to move forward on our path toward a successful 
school year. 
 
I’m looking forward to a successful year ahead. Let’s make it a great one! 

Superintendent of Schools 





 

Jerry Ellender, CFO/Treasurer 

Krista Wagner, Asst. Superintendent 

Chad Wyen, Superintendent of Schools 

Supervisor: Pam Roberts 

937-259-6640 ext. 8402 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Principal: Cristal Fields 

937-259-6620 ext. 4057 

 

Principal: Misha Monnin 

937-237-4270 ext. 2057 

 

Principal: Steve Kandel 

937-259-6625 ext. 3057 

 

Principal: Cory Miller 

937-259-6630 ext. 1057 
 
 
SPINNING HILLS 5-6 

Principal: Mike Combs  

937-259-6635 ext. 5014 

Dean of Students:  

Brad Sims    937-259-6635 ext. 5012 

MAD RIVER MIDDLE 7-8 

Principal: Laurie Plank  937-237-4265 ext. 6103 

Dean of Students: Stephanie O’Dell 937-237-4265 ext. 6104 

 
 
STEBBINS 9-12 

Principal: Tina Simpson  937-237-4250 ext. 7173 

Asst. Principal Adam Cicora  937-237-4250 ext. 7175 

Dean of  Students: Scott Steiner  937-237-4250 ext. 7176 

Career Tech Dir. Jeff Berk  937-237-4250 ext. 7177 

Guidance Department  937-237-4257 

Athletic Department: Paul Neves 937-237-4260 

 

 



School Delays and Closings 
 
    The Mad River School District’s 
administration takes a team ap-
proach when making decisions 
about school delays and closures. 
That decision is based on safety 
first, using the best information 
available at the time the decision 
must be made. 
    Input from the District’s Trans-
portation Department is received 
after we have driven various road-
ways in the school district firsthand. 
This procedure normally begins at 
4:30 a.m. so that a decision can be 
made if a delay or cancellation 
seems warranted. The final decision 
is generally reached around 6:00 
a.m. to inform the media and 
affected District personnel.  
    As a reminder, updates will also 
be posted on our mobile app, social 
media pages, and local news broad-
casts. Please make sure your phone 
numbers are up-to-date at your 
child’s school so that our phone 
notification system will notify you 
of a delay or cancellation.  
    School delays or cancellations 
due to dangerously cold weather 
will be based on the current weath-
er forecasts which take into consid-
eration temperatures and wind chill 
factors. As a guide, if the wind chill 
is minus 10 degrees or colder, a de-
lay may be scheduled. If the fore-
cast calls for brutal temperatures 

not to significantly improve, then 
Mad River would likely cancel clas-
ses for the day. The concern is 
about potential hypothermia, and 
skin exposure for the children who 
walk or wait at bus stops.  
    Acknowledging the challenges we 
may face this winter due to inclem-
ent weather, we will continue to 
work together to ensure all precau-
tions are taken to keep our students 
safe. As always, students should 
dress warmly for the commute to 
and from school.  
 
Make-Up Days 
 
    Ohio law requires schools to be in 
session for a specific number 
of hours. Previously, the require-
ment called for a specific number 
of days, and Ohio law allowed up to 
only five calamity days before 
schools had to initiate make-up 
days. Mad River builds in more than 
the minimum number of required 
hours into each year's school calen-
dar, so the District has a substantial 
built-in reserve to accommodate 
multiple delays or closures this 
school year if needed.  
    As a reminder, parents are urged 
not to schedule vacation immedi-
ately following the days after 
school lets out for summer break. 
Should any Mad River school fall 
below the required minimum 
hours due to unscheduled school 

closings or delays, additional 
hours/days will be added on to the 
end of the school year. 
    Scheduled activities may be can-
celed when the District is closed due 
to inclement weather. Cancellations 
will be made with as much warning 
as possible. Weather closings on 
Fridays may cause weekend cancel-
lations.  
 
    Activities: Even if school is closed, 
some after-school or evening activi-
ties may be held as planned because 
conditions that were bad in the 
morning may have improved by the 

afternoon or evening. The closing of 
school does not automatically mean 
all after-school and evening activi-
ties are also canceled. It is handled 
on a case-by-case basis.  
 
   Other districts: Mad River does 
not base decisions on what other 
districts do. Road conditions can be 
very different even in nearby dis-
tricts, based on terrain, snow re-
moval capacity, miles of roadway to 
clear, etc. Frequently, districts in the 
same general area make different 
decisions. 



ARP ESSER Local Recovery and Extended Learning Plan 2021-2023: Mad River Local Schools 



www.madriverschools.org 

Our mission is to create successful educational 
experiences for all students we serve through 
diverse opportunities. 
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